wgrking
s & Dy sowtirnisd

“Before he realized his job was w0 keep me from falling,
when 1 fell, he thought it was has fule” said Tyler, “so he
thoughe he would be correcred, It seok abour chree manues
for each fall for ham o fnally get 8" Service dog taimsers
reach vou w crain the dogs with new commands ailored 1w
vour lifestyle.

Tyler gives Dunny regular allengy shors, “He's allergic o
all the different kinds of Florxda Erasses, dust miates aned 3 rare
fingus, 1 feed him MuraMax with glucossimnine, ke him out
every two howrs 21w he poops and pees on command, We play
ewor o three times 3 day, When [ geg on all fours, he knows
we'ne in p|=].' moce and he rans for mee and knocks me over
on purpose”

'I‘].']L':r s o 15 suq,;l.-ﬁl,ﬂ. since barth, After a surgery Lt
year. a doctor told him nat to do the stairs, bug he doesn’t real-
Iy Tmten to doctors, He lstens to
Gaowl. And pasts a bar of Faith in
ranmy:. He sad Danny knew that
he wasn't peady o take the wairs
after thas last surgery. “Danny
kv the kiee needed rest, so he
\I'EL'IH AT I.IP 1.Ir.|dL":I' I:II':|' tfH
ansd Jift iv vo ler me rest my kiee
on hs back,” added Tiler.

Absut a mombh after the
surgery, Danny seemed to know
Tiler was ready. For the firse tiine since the surgery, when Tyler
sandd Ok lets go,” Danny jumped wp, took off for the door,
aid chew helped Tyler do something he could not do before:
Descendd the stairs, Going down the sturs had been Tolers
biggest fear. Foscenthy ar 2 movie thearne, he starred vo fall, but
wis able o put has entire weight on Danny. He chipped 2 weat
bt v able to leave the dhearre under his own, and Danny's
power. “He is completely selfles,” says Toler. “1 take him to the
Shriners Childrens Cenver as a therapy dog on a regular
hoasis.

“Tranny provades a versarility thar a cane can'n)" Tyler says,
“AIT have to do1s bold on to the harnes, [ts amazing how
Ise stands there o brace and stabilize me. | haven't Bllen and
broken a bone since Danny, and before chae, | fell four to six
timies a day. He has given me my independence and 1 sell find
mwvselt so shiocked and apprecistive that [ have lim. 161 fall in
the apartment when he'’s not in the harnes, he will aceaally
comie under my arm amcd h..r]p me get up.We have sech 3 bond
that we can feel what's going en cacl other’s bodacs. Like the
tme he hurt his tilbone lass year. And | could tell by the
way he correeted e that e wasn'y qust right. Mo one else
motived i

Thler has been going w LISF for three yvears, Sadly, for the
first couple of vears, other students made fun of b, 1 used
o et newde fun of a ot ivore on this camps than 1 ever did
in high school,” he sys,
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Everybody i1s handicapped
1N S0Ie Way.

We just can’t see
everyone’s handicaps.

—Tyler Sexton

I was getting meaner and meancr and more reclusive, |
would never even entertain a question about the dog. One
day 1 was on my Segway and a red SUV sarced qiling me,
making me madder by the mumute. [t pulled up along side of
mie and the window rolled dowon, o turned our o be reporer
for the St. Pete. Tames, making me realize how bad my am-
tude was, becanse 1 ler a few ignorant people ger o me, In was
at that moment | realized thae 1 was back ™

Toler s now chairinan of alumii relaticis for e Guide
Dug Foundatson. “1 kwow a lot le %1YE, i [ sl ams
shocked by whar these dogs can do, 1 conmect with the new
COTSUIET Lo he]p them learn when go take ther I,‘In-p toy a et
and when vo talk with vour wmainer. And we cover the Do’
and Don'ts of owming a guide dog, like picking up after your
dog. How to respond o ignorance. Remembering oo abways
carmy your 110"

Tyler and Mike Sergeant ane
developing new  harneses for
anide dogs, “The foundation his
started WetDogs becanse of what
Danmy does for me, to specifical -
!:,.' !H.-||:|- injumd war veterans, 'We
are warking on  harnesses 1o
.'I.-I:L"ﬂl'l:lﬂ:ll:lllj.ltd' ".I'II'.':iI !.'PI.'l'ItHf
handicap meeds, We are always
trying to improve the health and
well-being of the dog as well,” sys Tyler, Theee graduane
enginecring students are helping develop the new harnesses
with the Blessing of USF president Judy Genshafi

Tyler believes yvou only handicap vourself by choace, He
says Crem percent of life is what happens o you. The pst 8
how vou react o [ plan o go to Medical School and spe-
cralize in pediarric amthopedics. | go o the pediarric ward on
Wednesdays and Fridays to play with the babies”

“Lafe does not end when you have a disabiliey or when
1n|11|,-ih1|15|_' I'I]FIFH,"'M o }'vnu," b sand, "F.l.-':-r'!.'hn-d:,.' 15 handi=
capped in some way Some people’s handicaps yoa just can
see. | would not trade cerebral palsy for anythimg i the world
It it weren't for CF 1 wouldn't know Danny; | wouldn's be a
miotivational speaker. | speak about overcoming adversaty and
coanting your Blesings. | mentor Kids with disabalaies, The
best thing you can do with these kids s be a best buddy. Let
themn define their disalsiliey. Peaple showld remeanber, we have
the wame hnp-,-s and dreams as EVETYOE el

Tyler wais people to remember tiat not cvery guide dog
or service dog has a vest, and that you dont have to be blind
o have a service dog,

He will graduate in May with a GPA of 36, He s
applicd o Penm Stane and FSU medical schools, and a DO,
scheol in South Florids, A man with purposs, a viston, and a
hieare bigger than life el He may not need us, bue we sune
need him, 2
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TYLER, DANNY & A SEGWANY.

ROCKIN" & ROLLIN'
TO THEIR OWN TUNE.

FEle ir LISEFIEROE

1. atEer and ||_'..,|._-|'||'\-||

Whe among us hasn't experienced a hitle, or

;_l.,'|||.||,--. i |-\.'|_ |||' q_'l1||-' ]I|'.| :|' B WSAEE A

vardstick by which o mesore adversiey, and
a benchmark of how o overconse 1I.T'.-'|q.'|

Sexton 15 a contender tor op dog e that

r

Cal e,

You see, Twler, 21, was born wath
cerchral palw. He was never supposed o
walk, muach less become a  mobivatioonzl
speaker, go o college, get around campus on
a Segway, become a certifted scuba daver,
and a folk hero o any who has known ham
tor e than toee mamates, To Tyler, adver
l.||:. :-\._||_|\.: O FesE_ Ofe e i A 1ng I'\-'\_., (4§ T T

M fasthitul LabsCooslden ms, Ly,
el was ri.._- ifi "-.1.|1.L 1 CAatieE fiako |l. ||_'-"\. |1|-.;
fallowing 3 chance encounter with 2 man
walking a small puppy an the Dreover air
port, Unbelievably, the man was with the
Caride Dog Foundaton for the Mind in
Soathiowen, MUY D eld hom [ owas on oa
warting list to et a service dog from anoth-
er toumdation, so he put me i wovech wiath
b CEO and a fow moasths Laer, 1 had
IXemmy =ivs a Erate o Twler

Fhe Sepway Human Trasporer e
and Danmy vse o navigate USF's azeable
cammpiis, wad mspired by a high school feld
trip visit to Epcot where he saw it demaon
strated. Tyler, whose biggesa problem i
maintzining balance from the waist down,
L A as A way tooincrease his modahiey,
wihich he would need to navigare a collepe
campuis. It moves when vou lean foraand
ani stops 35y sparl  mp -.||.|':!-_I:|. Bl
and  Danmwy, believed o be the  firse
SegoeySservice dog team in the counmmyg,

have been erserosang the USF Campus wath at simee 20004,

Viske Xergea 15, CIFSCHOE 4 ] .|.':| HEE RO NS 20 KT TOEVICES IOF 1 e o Founda
Mike Sergea lirector of held operator 1 program vi for the Guide [hog Foundat
for the Bhnd, lves in Sarssota and traned Tler and Danng, Daniry had o be rned specihically for Tyler's

balamnce -.-r\-.-l'-!: E1is [ |I-\.'||_'\l

11 I_-..-r o of bed and oug of chairs and o .-..l'..'l'- lin droan 1.I:|II'-|: T hi ..E-\.-;_' |:-\.'||_""\-

harm mavigae safely in evervday life, soanething most of v ke for granted. "Mike and | became best friends
|.|'..|.I|5_' L pA] ||||5_"- saws Tyl “Ir spll gk Ddanmw amsd mie a neongh abeer CraRimiing Lo becomee 2 well-oiled

maclone, thoweh”
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